[Rheumatoid purpura in adults and parvovirus B19 infection: fortuitous association or parvovirus B19-induced vasculitis?].
Henoch-Schoenlein purpura has been reported to be associated with parvovirus B19 infection, particularly in children and rarely in adults. We report the case of a 42-year-old patient presenting with this association. A 42-year-old patient was admitted to our medical center because of lower limb purpura. Henoch-Schoenlein purpura diagnosis was confirmed on histological findings (kidney biopsy) and concomitantly parvovirus B19 infection was proved by serological test (IgM+). Association of Henoch-Schoenlein purpura and parvovirus B19 infection has already been described. However, none of the reported studies demonstrated clearly the link between these two diseases. With regard to this observation, we wonder about the systematic use of the parvovirus B19 serological test in patients presenting first Henoch-Schoenlein purpura. Indeed, parvovirus B19-induced vasculitis is habitually controlled with intravenous immunoglobulins. A prospective study should explore the link between Henoch-Schoenlein purpura and primary parvovirus B19 infection. Moreover, we should evaluate intravenous immunoglobulins' efficacy in Henoch-Schoenlein purpura associated with active parvovirus B19 infection in order to improve the prognosis of this disease.